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Carrying thei Good News





Kevin Pace & the Early Edition have been touring the northwest since they made their debut in January of 2012. After relocating from the southeast to the northwest, Kevin wanted to put together a group of guys who could play and sing solid traditional bluegrass and gospel music. Soon things started falling into place and within a few months he had the banjo, guitar and fiddle player, with Kevin on mandolin. For several months the guys met and rehearsed without a bass. Then after a while a bassist was brought on and the group was complete. 

After a few more months of rehearsing the band was ready to make their debut and did so on January 21, 2012. They were very well received by the audience and was immediately approached and hired for two festivals for later that year. They took off from there and have enjoyed seveeral successful years of traveling around the northwest festival circuit and opening for such acts as Chis Jones & the Night Drivers, the Boxcars, the two-time IBMA entertainers of the year the Gibson Brothers, Junior Sisk, Trinity River Band and many more. During this time the band has also recorded two self-produced CD projects. The band now records on the Poor Mountain Record label and released their first album in November of 2015, which won the IMEA bluegrass album of the year in 2016.
As we look to go forth and continually build and broaden our fan base we look forward to coming to your area and bringing our brand of bluegrass and gospel music to a venue near you.
Band members
Kevin Pace – Mandolin, guitar, lead & harmony vocals

Josh Robertson – Guitar, lead & harmony vocals

Barry Ehlert – Fiddle, vocals
Jim Adams – Upright Bass, vocals
Kaleb Dion - Banjo
Kevin Pace

Being raised in Georgia, Kevin grew up in a family of talented musicians and singers. His Dad was part of The Pace Trio, a gospel group that traveled around Georgia in the late 50’s and early 60’s and sang in concerts with southern gospel greats such as Hovie Lister and the Statesman Quartet.
Besides his family Kevin has had several musical influences down through the years. But it wasn’t until he was in his twenties that he really got on fire for bluegrass music. Since then he has studied the music and played it as much as possible. He has been a side man for local/regional bands in the south and more recently in Washington State.
In the fall of 2010 he formed his own group, the Early Edition. Kevin is “old school” when it comes to performing. He prefers working off of one mic and dressing appropriately for stage. His mandolin playing is heavily influenced by Bill Monroe and his tenor voice has been compared to that of Vince Gill. With an easy-going, down home stage presence he makes the audience feel comfortable and right at home.
He has surrounded himself with a group of talented young men that can really get the job done. Close, tight harmonies and great picking is the core of Kevin’s music, driven by his desire to spread the Good News through the music. Kevin and his wife Michelle reside in Spokane, WA.
Kevin has been featured several times on RFD-TV’s “The Cumberland Highlanders Show”. Filmed at the home place of Bill Monroe on top of Jerusalem Ridge, he has performed there several times including opening once for Dr. Ralph Stanley & the Clinch Mountain Boys. He has also opened shows for Rhonda Vincent, the Gibson Brothers and many others. He has had the honor of sharing the stage and picking with some great musicians including Rhonda Vincent & the Rage, former bluegrass boy Mike Fagen, old time picker and former Hee Haw cast member Leroy Troy, and the late fiddler Art Stamper.
Other influences include Bill Monroe, Doyle Lawson, Ricky Skaggs, Del McCoury, the Stanley Bros, the Chuck Wagon Gang and Flatt & Scruggs. 

Joshua Robertson
Josh grew up in the mountains of northeast Washington and started playing guitar at the age of fifteen. A few years later he was playing in a local band, and has since served in a number of bands. Now he is lending his talents to the Early Edition, playing guitar and handling the lead and harmony vocals.

Josh is a fine flat picker and was voted “best guitar player” for the INBMA in 2008. He’s also excellent at playing the finger-picking style of Earl Scruggs and Doc Watson, which are two of his biggest influences. Other influences include Tony Rice and Bryan Sutton.  
Josh resides a few miles outside Addy, Washington with his wife and two children. Folks there say he is a “bluegrass nut”. They’re probably right!
Jim Adams
Jim anchors the band on the double bass and provides vocals in the group's trio and quartet numbers. Originally from north central Washington, Jim spent numerous years performing and playing in the beautiful mountains of western Colorado. Having returned to the Pacific Northwest, Jim is getting to know the region’s rich music scene while exploring the world of traditional bluegrass with The Early Edition.  

Jim holds a B.A. in music from Western State College of Colorado where he studied under Dr. Laura Shumann and Mr. Kenneth Todd and has received numerous awards and citations for outstanding musicianship in the areas of jazz and classical music. He has performed in the Crested Butte Summer Music Festival, the After 5 Jazz Quartet, the Western Slope Ramblers, the multi-national group Siya Jika, the Western State College Community Orchestra, and was music director for Rocky Mountain Christian Ministries.  

When he’s not onstage holding the bass up, Jim spends his time home-schooling his seven children with his wonderful wife Jen, teaching low strings, piano and guitar, tuning pianos, fixing and building string instruments, and woodworking.  Jim and his family reside in Reardan, Washington.
Barry Ehlert

Barry is well known in the inland NW fiddle scene, having competed in several fiddle competitions over the years. He is now lending his talents on the fiddle to the Early Edition. He is an accomplished fiddler but also plays a great mandolin and will be doing some vocal work in the band as well. Barry, his wife and two kids make their home in Mead, WA.
Kaleb Dion

Kaleb is not only the newest member of the band but fairly new to the music. That’s the way it is when you’re fourteen and only been playing for a year and a half. Kaleb really has the bluegrass bug and plays the banjo all that he can. He has a bright future ahead of him in whatever he wants to accomplish in the music. He and his family live in Spokane Valley, WA.
*Press Quotes*

“Kevin Pace & the Early Edition are the most Authentic Monroe - style bluegrass band to ever come out of the Inland Northwest”!  - Kevin Brown (Front Porch Bluegrass Radio Show) Spokane

“We were blown away by this new arrival to the northwest traditional bluegrass scene. From Georgia, Kevin Pace literally grew up on bluegrass and gospel music.  He has surrounded himself with some hot playing young musicians and their tight vocal harmonies show the work ethic of this band”.
                                                                                   -Sacajawea Bluegrass Festival’s website
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******News******
*August 2013 - The band signs with Poor Mountain Records*
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Kevin Pace to Poor Mountain
John Lawless | August 29, 2013 | 1 Comment



 HYPERLINK "http://poormountainrecords.com/" \o "Visit Poor Mountain Records online" 
Poor Mountain Records
 has announced the signing of Kevin Pace and The Early Edition to the label. The Spokane, Washington-based band is the first west coast act to work with Poor Mountain, run by Jonathan Buckner in West Virginia.

Pace and his Edition specialize in bluegrass Gospel, much of it from his own pen. They have two self-produced projects, and will head into the studio this winter to start work on their first album for Poor Mountain, expected some time next year.

In addition to Kevin on mandolin and lead vocals, Early Edition consists of Josh Robertson on guitar, Matthew Arndt on fiddle, Jim Adams on bass, and Christopher Arndt on banjo.

Buckner speaks highly of his newest signee.

“Every now and then you come across a band that just has their own unique sound. This is the case with Kevin and the guys. The first time I heard the band I was a fan. They definitely have a distinctive sound that is uniquely their own. I encourage everyone to go over and check this band out.

You are going to be hearing a lot more from these guys. Everyone at Poor Mountain Records is excited to have them representing the label in the Northwest.”

*June 2013 – The band releases their second, self- produced album*
Review from Bluegrass Today

In With the Old, Out With the New – Kevin Pace
John Goad | July 11, 2013 | 0 Comments

While many new bluegrass bands try to stretch the genre’s lines as far as they can, there are also quite a few which stick just as hard to the classic sounds which first-generation groups such as Flatt and Scruggs made standard. With their second album, In With the Old, Out With the New, Kevin Pace & the Early Edition stake their claim as one of the latter. This collection of eleven hymns and Gospel tunes has a nice old school sound which fans of traditional bluegrass should enjoy.

The majority of songs here are familiar favorites from the bluegrass Gospel canon, and the band does them justice. There’s an earnest, mid-tempo This World is Not My Home, with the guitarist contributing his version of Scruggs-style guitar licks, as well as a version of The Old Cross Roads which is well done, but a bit too slow.

Also included are several popular hymns. The album opens with a brisk take on Leaning on the Everlasting Arms, which has nice harmonies on the chorus. Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior has more of an acoustic contemporary Christian sound, with gentle guitar accompaniment. The closing track, Victory in Jesus, begins with a nice acapella chorus, then kicks it into drive for the rest of this spirited song.

Without looking at the liner notes, those unfamiliar with these older songs might find it difficult to tell which songs here are originals and which are covers. Pace has contributed four numbers which are well-written and blend in nicely with the classics. A Man Who Can is one of the best, with its uplifting advice set to an upbeat sound. It has the feel of an up-tempo Larry Sparks Gospel piece. Oh Bless His Name is a straightforward acapella number, with a superb vocal arrangement. His Blood Covers All Sin offers the salvation message, urging listeners to realize the seriousness of sin. The band certainly has the traditional bluegrass style down pat. Their arrangements are, for the most part, very enjoyable, and their harmonies are top notch. 

*July 2012 – The band releases their first project*
Review from Bluegrass Today

Debut CD from Kevin Pace & the Early Edition
John Lawless | September 3, 2012 | 0 Comments



From the Pacific Northwest comes a new bluegrass band, Kevin Pace & the Early Edition, determined to spread traditional bluegrass in Washington state and beyond.

Pace is a Georgia native, whose family performed as part of The Pace Trio, a Gospel group that worked the southeast in the 1950s and ’60s. He is developing a reputation as a fine singer and songwriter. Since moving west, Kevin has been continuing his life-long passion for performing by forming the Early Edition in 2010.

Christopher Arndt is on banjo, his younger brother Matthew Arndt on fiddle, Josh Robertson on guitar, Jim Adams on bass, with Pace on mandolin and lead vocals.

Their debut CD, Carrying the Good News, has been released, and is an album of secular music consisting of popular titles from the bluegrass canon, mixed with some standard gospel tunes with Pace contributing one of his originals.

There are no audio samples on the band’s web site, but they have posted a number of live video performances that feature material from the CD. They nicely capture the old school vibe that Pace and the boys project.

*January 21, 2012* – the band makes their debut performance. 

2016 Schedule
Feb 28 - Benefit Concert – Valley Assembly Church – Spokane Valley, WA
March 12 – Valley Bluegrass Stage – Clarkston High School Auditorium – Clarkston, WA
April 2 – Concert – Mt. Spokane Church – Mead, WA

July 22, 23 – Hard Times Bluegrass Festival – Hamilton, MT.
2015 Schedule

Jan 16 – Adna Grange – Adna, WA – WA Bluegrass Association Concert

Jan 17 – St. Helens Baptist Church – St. Helens, OR

March 14 – Cashmere Community Concert Series – Cashmere, WA

March 20 – Whitworth University concert

March 28 – Gospel Jubilee – Coeur d’Alene, ID

April 4 - Valley Bluegrass Stage – Clarkston, WA

April 11 – George Coffee House Concert Series – George, WA

April 18 – Washtucna Community Church

May 31 – Foothills Community Church

Aug 1 – Colville Rendezvous Days

Aug 8 – Blue Waters Bluegrass Festival – Medical Lake, WA

Sept 19 – George Bluegrass Festival – George, WA
Sept 20 – Spokane County Fair – Fairgrounds

Oct 4 – Mt. Spokane Church – Spokane, WA

Nov 7 – Fall Folk Festival – Spokane, WA

Dec 19 – INBMA Showcase – Spokane, WA

2014 Schedule
Jan 25 – Cashmere Community Concerts – Cashmere, WA
March 1-2 Wintergrass, Hyatt Regency Hotel – Bellevue, WA

March 22 – Valley Bluegrass Stage – Clarkston, WA

April 27 – Foothills Community Church – Spokane, WA

May 19 – Ruby Jewel Jamboree – Missoula, MT

June 14 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

June 28 – Valley Bluegrass Festival – Lewiston, ID (Headlining Act)
July 19-20 Darrington Bluegrass Festival – Darrington, WA

Aug. 8-10 – Mt. Saint Helens Bluegrass Festival – Toledo, WA

Aug 17 – Bluegrass on the Ridge – Raspberry Ridge, Spokane WA

Aug 23-24 Bannock County Bluegrass Festival – Pocatello, ID (Headlining Act)
Sept. 20 – George Bluegrass Festival – George, WA

Sept. 23 – Concert with Special Consensus – Boundary Co. High School – Bonners Ferry, ID

Sept. 27 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

Oct. 18 - INBMA Showcase – Trent Elementary School – Spokane Valley, WA

Oct. 19 - Foothills Community Church – Spokane, WA

Nov. 9 – Fall Folk Festival – Spokane Community College – Spokane, WA

2013 Schedule
Jan 5 – Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

Jan 12 – Valley Bluegrass Stage – Clarkston, WA

March 8 – Reardon Presbyterian Church

April 21 – Foothills Community Church – Spokane, WA

June 1 – Artfest – Spokane, WA

June 2 – Reardon Presbyterian Church

June 7-9 – Sacajawea Bluegrass Festival – Pasco, WA
June 14-16 – Wenatchee River Bluegrass Festival – Cashmere, WA

July 6 – Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

July 8 – Whitworth University – Spokane, WA

July 19-20 – Darrington Bluegrass Festival – Darrington, WA

July 26-27 – Five Suns Bluegrass Festival – Moses Lake, WA

Aug 10 – Blue Waters Bluegrass Festival – Medical Lake, WA

Sept 8 – Foothills Community Church – Spokane, WA

Sept 14-15 – Newport Music Festival – Newport, WA

Oct 5 – Foothills Community Church (ladies fall retreat) Spokane, WA

Oct 26 - – Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

Nov 9-10 – Fall Folk Festival – Spokane, WA

Dec 14 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

Dec 21 – INBMA Showcase – Spokane Valley, WA

2012 Schedule
Jan 21 – INBMA Showcase - Spokane Valley, WA

Jan 28 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

March 9 - Hayden Lake Evangelical Church – Hayden Lake, ID

March 17 – INBMA Showcase - Spokane Valley, WA

March 24 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

April 21 - Valley Bluegrass Stage – Clarkston, WA

June 9 – Chewelah Community Coffee House Series – Chewelah, WA

June 10 – Coeur d’Alene Summer Concert Series - Coeur d’Alene, ID

June 17 – Wenatchee River Bluegrass Festival – Cashmere, WA

July 7 - Gospel Jubilee – Lake City Community Church – Coeur d’Alene, ID

July 21 – Union Gospel Mission – Spokane, WA

July 27-28 - Five Suns Bluegrass Festival – Moses Lake, WA
Aug 12 - Blue Waters Bluegrass Festival – Medical Lake, WA

Aug 26 - Foothills Community Church – Spokane, WA

Sept 8-9 - Newport Music Festival – Newport, WA

Oct 20 - INBMA Showcase - Spokane Valley, WA

Nov 10 - Fall Folk Festival – Spokane, WA

